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Three Spirit Award winners named at
Spaulding Academy & Family Services

NORTHFIELD —
Spaulding Academy &
Family Services names
the winners of its
monthly Spaulding Spirit
awards for the fourth
quarter of 2021: Donnelle
Combs — October; Kris-
tin Cain — November;
and Nichole Brizer —
December. Nominated by
their fellow employees,
these staff members are
recognized for modeling
the spirit of the organiza-
tion and inspiring their
peers with their energy
and dedication.

Combs has  been
employed with Spauld-
ing Academy & Family
Services for 18 years
since he graduated from
Plymouth State Uni-
versity with a degree in
psychology and law. Orig-
inally a member of the
residential team, he now
serves as a teaching asso-
ciate at Spaulding Acad-
emy where he teaches
math and English. He is
a founding and current
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member of the staff-led
Committee for Diver-
sity, Equity and Inclu-
sion that is working to
strengthen the organiza-
tion’s culture and raise
awareness.

Cain is a shift leader
and residential counselor
and has been with the
organization for nearly
17 years as part of the
residential team. Prior
to her work at Spaulding
Academy & Family Ser-
vices, she worked with
children with medical
and physical challenges
in Massachusetts. She
holds a bachelor’s degree
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in commercial art with a
minor in coaching from
Elms College.

Brizer is also a shift
leader and residential
counselor who has been
employed at Spaulding
Academy & Family Ser-
vices for three years. She
previously held various
positions in the veteri-
nary and customer ser-
vice fields.

“The individuals who
choose to share their
talents with Spaulding
Academy & Family Ser-
vices are special people,”
said Lys Miller-Drake,
SHRM-SCP, human rela-
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tions & employee engage-
ment director. “They
make positive impacts
on the daily lives — and
futures — of the children
we serve, and we are
grateful for their contri-
butions. The Spaulding
Spirit Award is a way for
their fellow team mem-
bers and our leadership
to recognize their excep-
tional service.”

For more information
about Spaulding Acad-
emy & Family Services
and its current employ-
ment opportunities, visit
SpauldingServices.org/
careers.
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